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The Word is Coming 
 

The Gospel of John begins, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John. 1:1, 14a).  This act of the Word becom-
ing flesh and dwelling among us is what Advent and Christmas are all about.   

John the Baptist tells any who will listen that they must prepare for the Word that will become flesh: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight!” (Mark 1:3b) 

And when the Word did come, this is how the angels sang: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!” (Luke 2:14)  

It was quite a big deal.   

But it’s not over.  We still wait – and prepare.  And we will wait and prepare until the earth is no more.   
We will wait and prepare until the entire world is God’s kingdom – where God reigns in love.   

We wait and prepare for the incarnation (the “en-flesh-ment”) of the Word every day.  We wait for the 
reign of God’s love in the dead of winter.  We wait for the coming of God incarnate in every lonely, lost 
moment where our soul needs more than what the world can give. 

We are spiritual beings experiencing earthly moments so we’re constantly craving the pure spiritual pres-
ence provided by the Word.  And so, how do we feel when the Word becomes flesh and dwells among us – 
in any moment?  We feel like the absolute best Christmas morning – we feel joy and gratitude and heart-
filled love for the One who sent the Word to us! 

And so let us continue to prepare for this calendar’s Christmas morning and for the continual hope of 
Christmas mornings on any day of any year – whenever and wherever the Lord of Love reigns in this 
world in our hearts.  Let us not give in to cynicism, despair, ignorance, pettiness or any of the thousand 
other things which can obscure and prevent the Spirit of God from entering into our lives at any moment.  
Let us, as John said, make the paths of the Lord straight – so that he may enter straight in. 

Let us provide a womb for the Word in our hearts and our minds so that it may nurture and discipline 
everything in our lives to further usher in God’s kingdom of love.  We will celebrate an occasion of this – 
when that occurred in a manger in Bethlehem in an empire-conquered Palestine many years ago.  And we 
will prepare to celebrate this among a community of God-lovers in Harrisville and Forestville, Pennsylva-
nia, United States of America, in one of God’s countless beautiful worlds.   

Come celebrate with us on Christmas Eve – Christmas Eve morning at Forestville UMC at 10 AM and 
Christmas Eve proper at 7 PM at Harrisville UMC.  And keep preparing every day. 
Praise God from whom all Christmases flow, 
 

Pastor Ken       

HARRISVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 
OFFICE PHONE:  724-735-4671 
secretary@harrisvilleumc.org 

website:  Harrisvilleumc.org 

December 2023 news 
BreadBasket 
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In Sanctuary Worship 
Sundays at 11AM  

Sat. Dec. 2 
 Decorating the church  

for Christmas 10AM -2PM 

Dec 3rd  
1st Sunday of Advent 

Sat. Dec. 9 
Meatball Madness11-1Pm 

Sunday, Dec. 10 
Congregational Luncheon after 

worship 

Dec. 12 
Council7PM 

Christmas Eve Service 
FUMC 10AM 
HUMC 7PM 

No Council in January 

October 2023 Treasurer’s Report * 

Designated Money 

Closing Balance Mercer County Bank,  

September 2023 
$9.46 

Designated Money   

Local Missions $807.00 

Outreach—Bike Ministry $578.00 

Care Team $421.58 

Spirit of Hope $1,,000.00       

Youth $1,103.88 

Shields Foundation $1,500.00 

Snyder Fund 2021 $1,000.00 

Snyder Fund 2022 $1000.00 

Property Tax $33.88 

Bake Sale $746.00 

 Total Designated Money $8,966.65 

Working Balance General Fund for  

October 2023  
$8,180.88 

Total Income to General Fund for 

October 2023 
$9,280.79 

Total Expenditure from General Fund 

 in October 2023 
$10,678.96 

 

Loan to General Fund 

From Building Fund — For  2022 11,500.00 

From Building Fund— Jan. 2023 $1,000.00 

From Building Fund Feb. 14, 2023 $2,000.00 

From Building Fund Feb. 16, 2023 $1,000.00 

From Building Fund  Mar. 1, 2023  $1,500.00 

From Building Fund May 31, 2023 $2,000.00 

From Building Fund June 27, 2023 $2,100.00 

From Boiler Fund Sept. 27 $3,000 

From Boiler Fund October 31 $3,000 

Total $28,100 

FINANCE 

REPORT* 

THRU  

SEPT 
OCT YTD 

GENERAL FUND 

INCOME 
$86,329.23 $9,280.79 $95,610.02 

SPENDING FROM 

GENERAL FUND 
$93,988.50 $10,678.96 

$104,667.4

6 

NET SURPLUS / 

(Deficit) 
$7,659.27 $1,398.17 $9,057.44 
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  Feed My Sheep December Request 

                          

Popcorn, Hot Chocolate Mix, Marshmallows 
           
 
 
 
 

           

FEED MY SHEEP FOOD BANK  

STATISTICS  

FOR NOVEMBER 2023 
 

Total Members: 253 Slippery Rock Area: 67 

Families: 126 Slippery Rock Boro 40 

Seniors 80 Harrisville: 19 

 Adults: 118 New  8 

Children 55 
For those in need, 

contact:  
 724-421-5274 

Emergency out of area  1 

Deliveries can be made for those unable or 
fearful of  going out 

Present hours:   
Tues & Thurs  2:00 to 3:00 Sat: by appointment 

 
 
The Harrisville Free Library is popular and needs 
to restock books on a continual basis.  We are 
asking people to consider donating children’s 
books to this library.  Hughes Penn Gold is gener-
ously offering a free ice cream cone for every do-
nation of 3 or more books for the library. 

OFFERING COUNTING  

DEC & JAN 

DEC 3 Sondra Buchanan Martha Jones 

DEC 10 Connie Rider Lutie Clausen 

DEC 17 Lutie Clausen Martha Jones 

DEC 24 Denise Conrad Tana Manz 

DEC 31 Sondra Buchanan Martha Jones 

JAN  7 Lutie Clausen Martha Jones 

JAN 14 Sondra Buchanan Martha Jones 

JAN 21 Denise Conrad Tana Manz 

JAN 28 Lutie Clausen Martha Jones 

  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Poinsettias always add a lot to the festivity of the 

Christmas holiday.  The story goes that poinsettias 

originated in Mexico in the 16th century when a 

peasant girl named Pepita wanted to celebrate the 

holy night , but was too poor to offer any gift at 

church.  So, she gathered some weeds along the 

road on her way to church and tied them into a bou-

quet.  When she arrived at the church they had 

turned into colorful red and green poinsettias.  

That’s the story.  

 

Poinsettia Orders  

Orders are being taken until December 6th  
Cost is $8.50  
Colors are Red White or Pink 
You Can Call the church office @  
724-735-4671 to order. If no one is in the  office, 
leave a message with your phone number.    
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prayers & petitions 
PRAYER LIST: To be added to the prayer requests, email the church at secretary@harrisvilleumc.org. If you 

have an urgent  request, please contact Pastor Ken at 724-986-3486 or kenmiller_20@hotmail.com.  You 

may also contact Mae Lynn Edwards @ Mae Lynn Edwards @ 724-991-8364 or schweety920@gmail.com.  

An * beside a name indicates that the name will be kept on the list indefinitely.  If you want to keep  or add a 

name on the list, please indicate it on the back of your Connect Card, call the church office  & leave a mes-

sage (724-735-4671) or email at  secretary@harrisvilleumc.org. 

CELEBRATE! 

 

Dee Thompson* Linda Faller* Kathy Barnes* Nevada Kelly* 

Marcia Carnahan The Gunniers family* Carol Codispot Tony Kearney* 

Audrey Clark* Gary & Gladys Hoffman* Jenny Gannon Guilliland* 
Velma Wissen,  
Ron Gunniers Sister* 

Burton Kelly John Stalker* Bryce Bennett* Connie Rider* 

Matthew Croup* Shirley Burr* Zachory Boozel* Helen Long, SRU Student 

Connie Thompson*  Mike Welshonce First Responders 

Our Police HUMC* Our Military* Our Country* 

 

December Birthdays 

12/4 Robert Tarr 

12/9 Jennie McKee 

12/15 Tracey Knox 

12/18 Renee Boozel 

12/24 
Bruce Rider 
E J Webb 

12/26 Kip Buchanan 

12/31 Tina Webb 

  

December Anniversaries 

12/17 Keith & Linda Reddinger 

  

January Birthdays 

1/2 Ellie Upton 

1/3 
Clayton Tarr 
Jon Manz 

1/19 Valeria Coyer 

1/20 
Carol Codispot 
J J Graham 

1/23 Rev. Ken Miller 

1/30 
Jeff Canter 
Dottie Van Dyke 

 

January Anniversaries 

No Anniversaries 

  

“The smells of Christmas are the smells  
of childhood.                  Richard Paul Evans 

“Christmas is a necessity.  There has to be at 
least one day of the year to remind us that 
we’re here for something else beside our-
selves.”                                          Eric Sevareid 
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ca
re

 
Many of our longtime members are no longer able to attend services or get around like they used to. The Care team helps with  

visitation, care packages, and small acts of kindness on holidays.   

Please 

Send 

Them 

a Card 

• Kathy Barnes 
       Quality Life Services 
       8221 Lamar Road 
       Mercer, PA 16137 

•  Betty Donaldson 
        The Lakes at Jefferson  
        Rm BE 118 
        7271 W. Market Street 
        Mercer, Pa  16137 

•  Connie Emmett 
       Shenango On The Green 
       Room 233 
       238 S. Market Street 
       New Wilmington, PA 16142 

• Ron Guinniers 

      100 Felicity Drive  Apt. 218 

      Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

OUR SHUT-INS   

IN SERVICE TO AMERICA 

Zachory Boozel 

1174 Holly Ave. 
Shady Side, MD 
20764 

Zachary VanDyke 

PSC 1300 Box 731 
APO, AA 34042-0008 

The Mission Barn is requesting donations of large 
(size) reusable "rubber" cleaning gloves.  Denise 
Conrad will be collecting them and taking them to 
the MB.  Whether you contribute a little or a lot of 
your time, money or effort to this task, you'll be  
helping our national United Methodist mission to 
help people in distress.  

Wishing you a season 

that’s merry and 

bright with the light 

of God’s love. 


