December 2020
HARRISVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

The Word is Coming
The Gospel of John begins, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John. 1:1, 14a). This act of the Word
becoming flesh and dwelling among us is what Advent and Christmas are all about.
John the Baptist tells any who will listen that they must prepare for the Word that will become flesh:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight!” (Mark 1:3b)
And when the Word did come, this is how the angels sang: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!” (Luke 2:14)
It was quite a big deal.
But it’s not over. We still wait – and prepare. And we will wait and prepare until the earth is no more.
We will wait and prepare until the entire world is God’s kingdom – where God reigns in love.
We wait and prepare for the incarnation (the “en-flesh-ment”) of the Word every day. We wait for the
reign of God’s love in the midst of the pandemic. We wait for the Word in the dead of winter. We wait for
the coming of God incarnate in every lonely, lost moment where our soul needs more than what the world
can give.
We are spiritual beings experiencing earthly moments so we’re constantly craving the pure spiritual
presence provided by the Word. And so, how do we feel when the Word becomes flesh and dwells among
us – in any moment? We feel like the absolute best Christmas morning – we feel joy and gratitude and
heart-filled love for the One who sent the Word to us!
And so let us continue to prepare for this calendar’s Christmas morning and for the continual hope of
Christmas mornings on any day of any year – whenever and wherever the Lord of Love reigns in this
world in our hearts. Let us not give in to cynicism, despair, ignorance, pettiness or any of the thousand
other things which can obscure and prevent the Spirit of God from entering into our lives at any moment.
Let us, as John said, make the paths of the Lord straight – so that he may enter straight in.
Let us provide a womb for the Word in our hearts and our minds so that it may nurture and discipline
everything in our lives to further usher in God’s kingdom of love. We will celebrate an occasion of this
that occurred in a manger in Bethlehem in an empire-conquered Palestine many years ago. And we will
prepare to celebrate this among a community of God-lovers in Harrisville, Pennsylvania, United States
of America, even amid a pandemic, on one of God’s countless beautiful worlds.
Come celebrate with us Christmas Eve at 8:30. And keep preparing every day.
Praise God from whom all Christmases flow,
Pastor Ken
1

OCTOBER 2020 TREASURER’S REPORT *
In Sanctuary Worship
Sundays at 11AM
Social guidelines observed
The Agape Prayer Group meets
Thursdays @ 12:30PM

4th of July food booth

$500.00

Local Missions

$433.27

Prayer Blankets

$420.00

Outreach—Bike Ministry

$60.00

Care Team Postage

$22.59

VBS

Next Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 8th

$5.00

Snyder Foundation
Care Team

$1,000.00
$558.47

HUMC Building Fund

$3,000.00

Missions

$1,213.00

Property Tax

Christmas Eve Services
FUMC @ 7PM
HUMC 8:30PM

$1.64

Christmas Flowers

$59.70

Total Designated Money

$7,273.67

Working Balance General Fund

$11,868.33

Total Income to General Fund for October

$12,073.16

Total Expenditure from General Fund in June

$11,583.63

*To Be Ratified by Church Council*

FINANCE
REPORT*

THRU
SEPTEMBER

GENERAL FUND
INCOME

$99,091.03 $12,073.16

$111,164.19

SPENDING FROM
GENERAL FUND

$83,537.78 $11,583.63

$107,643.63

NET SURPLUS /
(DEFICIT)

$6,489.86

OCTOBER

$489.53

YTD

$3,520.56

*Ratified by Church Council

FEED MY SHEEP STATISTICS
FOR NOVEMBER 2020
Total: Family 20
Members:
7

Slippery Rock Area:

44

Families:

86

Slippery Rock Boro:

30

Seniors

44
10
6

Harrisville:

17

Adults:
Children:

57

New Families

Websites that may be of interest



Senioradvice.com



Butler.Office@wpaumc.org—Butler District Office

www.wpaumc.org - Western PA Conference of
UMC
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113 families received a turkey and dry
goods and produce for a good
Thanksgiving dinner.

Feed My Sheep December request:
Hot cocoa mix, marshmallows, sugar , cake mix & icing,
sweet bread mix, oil and Chunky Soup
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volunteer

COUNTING TEAM SCHEDULE
PENDING RETURN TO REGULAR SCHEDULE

GREETER SCHEDULE PENDING
RETURN TO REGULAR SCHEDULE

DEC 6

Connie Rider

Bill Hagan

11:00 Service

DEC 13

Connie Rider

Sondra Buchanan

DEC

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

DEC 20 Carl Baum

JAN

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

DEC 27 Sondra Buchanan Denise Conrad

Lutie Clausen

Church Committee Members for

Just what is ADVENT?

Nominations

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus
which means “coming” or “arrival”. While Advent is an important season in the Christian calendar, it got off to a slow
start in church history. It was first observed in the 4th century,
400 years after Jesus, and served as a time of fasting and
preparation, but for Epiphany, not for Christmas. Epiphany
recalls the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist and was
historically the time for new believers to be baptized, so Advent was a time of preparation for those wishing to be baptized. In the 6th century Advent came to be related to the
coming of Christ, but the emphasis was on His Second Coming, or return, rather than on His birth. It was only in the Middle Ages that Advent became associated with the birth of
Jesus while continuing to include an expectation of His return.

2021

2022

2023

Tracey Knox

Connie Rider

Connie Hagan

Connie Emmett

Bill Hagan

Sondra Buchanan

Andrea Dunkle

Rosemary Stalker

Pastor

Lay Person: Connie Hagan

Pastor Parish Relations
2021

2022

2023

Tracey Knox

Karen Rider

John McKee

Connie Emmett

Sandra Hagan

Denise Conrad

Connie Hagan

Trish Pollard

Tanya Manz

So, there are three dimensions to Advent today… the nativity,
personal acceptance of Christ as Lord, and the anticipation of
Jesus return.

Lay Leader: Connie Hagan

Trustees
2021

2022

2023

David Stoops

Bill Hagan

Andrea Dunkle

Kip Buchanan

Justin Hagan

Bruce Rider

Ken Miller

Wayne Zellman

Scott Pollard

Church Council Chair

Andrea Dunkle

Lay Leader

Connie Hagan

Please remember to save the stamps from your
Christmas cards for Delores our organist.
They can be left at the back of the sanctuary or left
in the drop box at the outside of the entrance.
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December Bible Readings & Daily Scripture
The Blue scripture is designed to be able to read the Bible in a year. By this time next year you will have completely read

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 1 Corinthians 2 1 Corinthians 3 2 Corinthians 4 2 Corinth. 5-8
5 2 Corinth. 9-13
12-14
15-16
1-4
Do not judge by The Lord is good
I will give thanks Your steadfast
Be exalted ,
appearances, but to all; he has comto you O Lord. . . love is great to O God, above the judge with right passion on all he
has made.
Psalm 57:9
judgement.
the heavens, heavens! Let your
Psalm
145:9
John 7:24
your faithfulness glory be over all
the earth.!
to the clouds.
Psalm 57:11
6

Galatians 1-6

8 Ephesians 4- 9 Philippians 1- 10 Colossians 1- 11 1 Thess. 1-5 12 2 Thess. 1-3
6
4
4
Give thanks in all
For everything
But for you who
Hear my cry,
circumstances; for
God created is
Fools give full
The fruit of the
revere my name, O God . . When
For God, who
this is God’s will for good, and nothing
vent to their
righteous is a
the sun of right- my heart is oversaid, “Let light
you in Christ Jesus. is to be rejected
rage, but the
tree of life, and shine out of dark- eousness will rise whelmed: lead me
1 Thessalonians
1if it is received wise bring calm the one who is
with healing
ness,” made his
to the rock that is
5:18
with thanksgiving,
in the end.
wise saves lives. light shine in our
1in its rays.
higher than I.
21 Timothy 4:4 Proverbs 29:11 Proverbs 11:30
Malachi 4:2
hearts.
Psalm 61:1-2
2 Corinthians

13 1 Timothy 1-4

1 Ephesians 1-3

14 1 Timothy 5- 15 2 Timothy
6
1-4

17 Hebrews 1-5 18 Hebrews 6-9 19 Hebrews 1011
You call me
Pursue righteousThe wisdom that
As I loved you,
Peacemakers
If you abide in
Jesus said,
Teacher & Lord, ness, godliness,
comes from heaven
“You also must and you are right . faith, love, endur- you also are to
is first of all pure; who sow in peace my word, you
be ready, be. . If I then . . .
ance and gentle- love one another.
then peace-loving, raise a harvest of are truly my disciples, and you
cause the Son
Have washed
ness. Fight the By this all people
considerate, submis- righteousness
James 3:18
will know the of Man will come your feet, you also good fight of the will know that you
sive, full of mercy
are my disciples.
truth, and the
at an hour when ought to wash one
faith.
and good fruit,
truth will set you
you do not
another’s feet.
1 Timothy 6:11 1John 13:34-35
impartial and
free.
expect him.”
John 13:13-14
sincere.
John 8:31-32
Luke 12”40
James 3:17
20 Hebrews 12-13 21 1 Peter 1-5

22 1 Peter 1-5

God’s household
My soul will be Let another man
. . . Is the church of
satisfied . . .
praise you, and
the living God, the And my mouth will not your own
pillar and foundation praise you . . .
mouth.
of the truth.
Psalm 63:5
Proverbs 27:2
1 Timothy 3:15

16

Titus &
Philemon

23 2 Peter 1-3
If riches increase, set not
your heart on
them.
Psalm 62:10

24 1 John 1-5
25 2, 3 John,
26 Revelation 1Do not boast
Jude
3
about tomorrow,
Come near to
Humble yourfor you do not
God and he will
selves before the
know what a day come near to you.
Lord, and he will
may bring forth.
James 4:8
lift you up.
Proverbs 27:1
James 4:10

27 Revelation 4-8 28 Revelation
29 Revelation 30 Revelation 31 Revelation
9-12
13-16
17-19
20-22
Faithful are the
Your compas- Charm is deceit- As a father has
wounds of a friend, If you know these
sion is great, O ful and beauty is compassion on
but the kisses of an things, blessed
Lord; preserve
passing, but a
his children, so
enemy are deceitful. are you if you do
my life according
woman
who
the
Lord has comProverbs 27:6
them.
to your laws.
fears the Lord, passion on those
John 13:17
Psalm 119:156
she shall be
who fear him.
praised.
Psalm 103:13
Proverbs 31:30

1 Genesis 1-3 2 Genesis 4-7
Whom have I in
A wise man will
heaven but thee? hear and increase
And there is noth- learning, and a
ing upon earth
man of underwhat I desire be- standing will attain
side thee . . . God
wise counsel.
is the strength of
Proverbs 1:5
my heart.
Psalm 75:25-26
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prayers & petitions
PRAYER LIST: To be added to the prayer requests email the church at secretary@harrisvilleumc.org. If you have an urgent request, please
contact Pastor Ken at 724-986-3486 or kenmiller_20@hotmail.com. You may also contact Connie Emmett for the prayer chain at 724-7352675.An * beside a name indicates that the name will be kept on the list indefinitely. If you want to keep or add a name on the list, please indi-

Darla Stoughton*

Linda Faller*

James Patton*

John Stalker*

Donald & Marcia Carnahan*

The Gunniers family*

Brian Montez*

Bernie Eakin*

Norma & Earl Webb
(Tina’s In Laws)*

Shirley Burr*

Nancy Funka
Retired Minister’s wife*

Audrey Clark*

The family of Ray Thompson

Emily Montez*

Velma Wissen,
Ron Gunniers Sister*
Al, brother-in-law of
Ron Gunniers*

Connie Thompson*

Virginia Hockenberry*

Bryce Bennett*

Dorothy Thompson*

Matthew Croup*

Gary Hoffman*

Tara Johns who decided to not
have any more cancer treatments

Dolores Kelly
Nevada’s Daughter-in-law*

Zachory Boozel*

Lois Miller*

Jenny Gannon Guilliland*

Kathy Barnes*

Colton Boozel*

Darla Stoughton

Marilyn Brinker

Nevada Kelly*

John Stoops

Covid patients

Healthcare workers

Our Military*

HUMC*

First Responders*

The United Methodist Church

Our Nation*

Tha nkyou
Rosemary,
Thank you for the beautiful blankets for Remi & I.

Harrisville United Methodist Church,

From Terry, Janice and Remi

My mom, Kathryn Hockenberry, loved this church and the
many people who touched her life while she was living
in Harrisville, Clintonville and Orchard Manor.

Dear Church Family,
We would like to thank all of you who surprised us
by leaving the delicious goodies on our front porch
and for the beautiful flowers. Thank you again.
We miss you all!
Take care and stay safe.
Love in Christ,
Rosemary — N— John

I am deeply touched by the blanket, chimes and mini
prayer cloth. Never expecting anything, you can understand my emotional feelings when we returned to
Clermont Nov. 4 and the box was waiting for me!

In my youth, I attended and loved this church. Your outreach is so appreciated by our family and helps our mother to live on in our hearts!! Your thoughtfulness will never
be forgotten.!
Love,
Rosalyn Fradel (Rosalyn Hockenberry)

Thank you to those who helped decorate the
church. The church as always is beautiful.
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celebrate!
December Birthdays
12/9
12/12
12/14
12/15
12/18
12/24
12/26
12/31

Jennie McKee
Lori Hayes
Emily Hayes
Tracey Knox
Renee Boozel
Bruce Rider
Kip Buchannan
Tina Webb

January Birthdays
December Anniversaries
12/3

Jim & Margie Bonetti

1/2
1/4
1/8
1/16
1/19

Carl & Evelyn Baum

1/5

Bruce & Connie Rider

Who were the Three Kings?
Everyone knows the song, “We Three Kings”, but just who were
they? The Bible doesn’t really tell us much. It doesn’t even say
there were three of them. It’s just assumed from their offering of
three special gifts. The Bible does say they came from the east,
probably Iraq, Iran, or Arabia. Tradition does give them each an
identity, however. Gaspar (aka Caspar or Jaspar) has brown hair
and beard, wears a green cloak and a crown with green jewels in
it. His gift is frankincense, a gift for a priest. Next is Melchior with
white hair, a long white beard and a gold cloak. His gift is gold, a
gift for a king. And finally, there is Balthazar with dark skin, a
black beard and a purple cloak, whose gift is myrrh, a gift for one
who would one day die. Perhaps their most significant trait is that
none of them were Jewish, but probably Zoroastrians with very
different customs and traditions. They show us how Jesus came
for all people in all places.

JJ Graham

1/23

Valeria Coyer
Rev. Ken Miller

1/27

Paul Stalker

1/30

Rev. Jeff Canter

January Anniversaries
1/3

Ellie Upton
Rosemary Stalker
Evelyn Baum
Connie Rider
John P. Stalker

What Do Angels Really Look Like?
Scripture doesn’t give any precise descriptions of what angels look like, and they often appear in different forms. We
do have clues though, that however they appear they are
amazing to behold. Some angels in Scripture appear as normal men, and we are warned that we could interact with
angels without even knowing. In fact, Hebrews 13:2 gives us
this instruction, “Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”
In some situations, angels appear in the form of normal men.
This is seen in angelic appearances to Abraham, Gideon
and Lot, in Genesis 19.
In other situations, they are powerful and frightening. Even
though angels can be intimidating in appearance, we are not
to worship angels, but God alone. One example is found
in Revelation 19:9-10, “Then the angel said to me, ‘Write
this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’ And he added, ‘These are the true words
of God.’ At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to
me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with
your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.’

From “What do we Know About Angels In The Bible”
Crosswalk.com
To be continued in the January Breadbasket
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care

“Love one another as I have loved you”

Many of our longtime members are no longer able to attend services or get around like they used to. The Care team helps with
visitation, care packages, and small acts of kindness on holidays. This committee is also responsible for sending care packages to our college students and military while they are away.

OUR SHUT-INS
•

•

•

IN SERVICE TO AMERICA

Bernie Eakin
Grove Manor
435 N. Broad Street
Grove City, PA 1612
Kathy Barnes
Quality Life Services
Room 115
8221 Lamar Road
Mercer, PA 16137
Betty Donaldson
The Lakes at Jefferson
Rm BE 118
7271 W. Market Street
Mercer, Pa 16137

Please
Notice Zachory’s
change of address. He is living
in temporary
housing.

It has been suggested to send Christmas cards to our
shut-ins and others who are going through some trying
times. Use the addresses above and below to send
your personal Christmas greetings. Zachory Boozel is
living in temporary housing. His cards can be sent in
care of Maria Boozel. If you can think of anyone else,
please let the church office know 724-735-4671 or
secretary@harrisvilleumc.org

Send
Them
a Card

Colton Boozel
3818 Sunrise Ave.
El Paso TX 79904

Zachory Boozel
C/O Maria Boozel
595 Meridian Rd.
Renfrew, PA 16053

ways to give to HUMC

e-

ONLINE
@HARRISVILLEUMC.ORG

Others for Christmas Card Shower List
Lois Miller

College View Towers
Apt. 52
301 S. Broad Street

Ron Gunniers

112 Pleasant Valley Lane
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

Nevada Kelly

323 Shields Rd
Slippery Rock, Pa 16057

SMARTPHONE OR TABLET

TITHE ENVELOPES
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